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Women’s Fund Raises Awareness at Erie County Legislature
Buffalo, NY – On Thursday, April 22nd, Brigid Doherty, Executive Director of the WNY Women’s Fund, spoke to the Erie County Legislature about the link between poverty levels and women’s issues. Invited to speak by Legislator Tim Kennedy, Ms. Doherty specifically focused on the findings of Pathways to Progress, a guide to action for women’s and girl’s issues throughout Western New York.
In her presentation, Ms. Doherty used the archetype of a single, working mother in Erie County to unveil the clear link between poverty and single mothers, stating that in WNY there are 17,000 single mothers living in poverty. 
“Poverty is a women’s issue. Two out of three families living in poverty in Western New York are headed by a single mom - this is a higher percentage than the state and nationally,” stated Ms. Doherty. “The first step is to raise awareness and hopefully, as a result, positive actions can be taken to resolve these critical issues facing women and girls in Western New York.”

“I invited Ms. Doherty to speak today because the findings of Pathways to Progress provide a clear plan of action to resolving many of the roadblocks women in Western New York are challenged by on a daily basis,” stated Legislator Kennedy. “Raising awareness is important and we will be moving forward to address these roadblocks through County government. I will continue to work with Ms. Doherty to ensure that women's issues remain a top priority and on the forefront.”
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